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| Our Honoree, Sister Jane Talbot, ASM

Sister Jane Talbots father was of English
descent; her mother of French and Irish extrac-
tion. How surprised they would be to know their
daughter considers herself part Italian! During
her ten years as pastoral minister of Qur Lady of
Grace Parish, she has grown in appreciation of
the Italian people of the neighborhood. She
found them to be warm and loving. Sister Jane,
who excels in French, has learnad enough Ital-
ian to understand parshioners who are not bi-
lingual. She relishes Italian food and enjoys
cooking it as well,

Early Years: Sister Jane grew up in Huntington, Long Island, with her two brothers and sis-
ter. From her earliest years she appreciated the serenity and beauty of nature and of all liv-
ing things. She and her family always had a special love of the sea which came from her
grandfather who was a sea captain. A product of Catholic education, Sister Jane attended
St. Patrick’s and St. Hugh's elementary schools and St. Dominic High School in Oyster Bay.
One of her best teachers, however, was her mother. It was she who instilled in Sister a love
of the English language, its literature and poetry.

After Sister Jane graduated from Adelphi University, she began a career as a teacher
of French and English at Our Lady of Mercy Academy in Syosset. Here she had her first
contact with the Sisters of Mercy. She found herself drawn to their life and mission and, most
especially, to their fourth vow in which they promise, “the service of the poor, sick, and igno-
rant’ In September, 1950, she entered the Novitiate of the Sisters of Mercy in Syosset and
made her final vows in 1956

All through the years she was assigned to teach in high schools: QOur Lady of Mercy
and Mercy High School in the Rockville Centre Diocese, and Catherine McAuley, Mater
Christi, and St. Joseph's in the Brooklyn Diocese. Nevertheless, she always longed to work
amang the innercity poar, the homebound and elderly people. Wherever she lived, she
took special care of Sisters who were elderly or ill. She even found time to train catechists in
Cur Lady of Mercy parish, Brownsville

She did graduate studies at Catholic University and Seton Hall University where she
received a Masters Degree in French. As a French teacher, Sister Jane chaperoned stu-
dents on trips to France. She also led student volunteers to help the elderly on Roosevelt
Island. Their caring reinforced her faith in the goodness of young people. Here, at Cur Lady
of Grace, she invites the elementary schoaol children to give a measune of service by donat-
ing to the food pantry and visiting people in nursing homes, especially at holiday time.

Sister Jane as a high
school student...

..andasa
high school teacher.






